
The power 
of a Godly 

mom, 
both 

biological 
and spiritual 



MAN’S CREATION MIRRORS 
GOD’S NATURE

• Gen. 1: 26—“Then God said, ‘Let Us 
make humanity in Our image, according 
to Our likeness, and let them rule over the 
earth. God created humanity in His own 
image, in the image of God He created 
mankind; male and female He created 
them.” 



God’s Perfect Femininity

Isa iah  66:13—“as a  mother  
comfor ts  her  ch i ld ,  so  I  wi l l  

comfor t  you .”  

Feminine  qual i t ies  in  God:  
nur tur ing ,  accept ing ,  aff i rming,  

nour ish ing ,  comfor t ing ,  
impar t ing  l i fe  to  o thers ,  

provides  res t ,  secur i ty,  peace



Exodus 34:6 -7—”Yahweh,  Yahweh,  
compass ionate  and gracious ,  s low to  anger,  
over- f lowing wi th  loyal  love and 
fa i thfu lness .”

Compass ion—Hebrew word  rakhum re la ted  
to  word  for  “womb,”  rekhem
God as  compass ionate “depic ts  God as  
having the  nur ture  and emot ional  love fe l t  by  
a mother  for  her  vulnerable ,  unborn  chi ld ;  
god i s  depic ted  as  compass ionate  ( suffer ing  
a long wi th) - - -deeply  moved by  the  cr ies  of  
His  people ,  l ike  a  mom is  moved by  the  cr ies  
of  her  infant .”

Examples in scripture of God’s 

feminine nature



Hosea 11:3 -4—God as  a  mother  feeding  her  
babies

Hosea 13:8—God as  a  f ierce  mother  bear

Isa .  49:15—God as  a  nurs ing  mom

Matt .  23:37—Jesus  compares  Himsel f  to  a  
mother  hen ,  gather ing  her  ch icks

1 Thess .  2:7 -12—“but  we proved to  be  gent le  
among you,  as  a  nurs ing  mother  tender ly  
feeds  and cares  for  her  own chi ldren . ”  

Examples in scripture of God’s 

feminine nature



Susanna 
Wesley:  

example of  A 
Godly  

bio logical  and 
spir i tual  mom



Her personal i ty  
and spir i tual  
qual i t ies : “a 
compass ionate  
but  tough 
spir i tual  
d irector /sp ir i tual  
mother,  and a  
f iercely  loving 
parent .”  



“the purpose  o f  b ib l ica l  t ru th  i s  to  provide  
us  wi th  a  renewed mind that  leads  to  loving  

god and loving  o thers .”  
“What  i s  the  duty  o f  a  mother?  To do  a l l  the  
good for  a  chi ld  she  can.  How does  a  mother  
fu l f i l  her  duty?  By convers ing  lovingly  about  

l i fe  in  l ight  o f  god’s  word.”  

Extremely disciplined and well-organized

with very high expectations for her children



Dedicated  to  
prayer  

“apron  prayers”  
2 hrs .  per  day  



Maintained 
devot ion to  

meditat ion on 
and the s tudy 
of  scripture



*Maintained devot ion to  se l f -examinat ion 
(seeking God and confess ion of  known s in)  

*fo l lowed by dai ly  communion – loved 
“sel f -examinat ion—"confess ion of  s in”
3 t imes  per day,  the  f inal  t ime fo l lowed by 
personal  communion 

“confess ing  s ins  in  order  to  under l ine  one’s  
re l iance on  the  mercy  o f  god.”  Bel ieved  in  
the  “real  presence” in  communion 



*Maintained 
devot ion to  
sabbath 
*cal led i t  that  
“most  happy 
day”

“a day for  
devot ions  ra ther  
than d ivers ions”



Spent  one hour  
per  evening  of  

qual i ty  t ime 
with  one chi ld



A spi r i tual  mother  
– pas tored  200 in  
Epworth  Rectory  

“I  cannot  but  look 
upon every  soul  

you leave under  my 
care  as  a  ta lent  
commit ted  to  me 

under  t rus t  by  the  
great  Lord .”  



After her husband died,  Susanna became 
prominent  in  early  Methodism 

the  mother  of  methodism 

Legacy—80 mi l l ion  Methodis ts  today—John 
Wesley’s  inf luence was  on  the  format ion  of  
other  denominat ions  and on  Pentecos ta l i sm 
and the  Char ismat ic  movement  



Susanna’s  
s ixteen rules  for 

rais ing  Godly  
chi ldren 


